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PANEL UPDATE REPORT 

 

1.1 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 

1.2 This report updates the Police and Crime Panel on key issues and 
developments that have occurred since the last meeting on 28 

January 2021. 
 

 

2.0  ISSUES FOR THE PANEL 
 

2.1 Note the range of activity and information set out in the report and 
highlight, if required, issues that they would like more information on. 

 

2.2  Note where more information may be required and/or more formal 
reporting from the Commissioner’s office at a future Panel meeting. 

 
 

3.0  BACKGROUND 
 

Update on national policy developments 

 
3.1 There have been a number of national policy developments in relation to 

policing and community safety since the last meeting of the Panel on 28 
January 2021. These include: 

 
3.2 The introduction of the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill into 

Parliament on 9 March 2021.  This Bill proposes a large number of 

measures including: 
 

 A duty on the Secretary of State to publish an annual report on 
progress against the delivery of the Police Covenant; 

 
 A duty on specified authorities, including local authorities and chief 

officers of police to collaborate with each other to prevent and 
reduce serious violence; 



 
 A duty on relevant authorities to undertake offensive weapons 

homicide reviews; 
 

 Establishment of a statutory framework for the extraction of 
information from digital services for the purposes of the 

prevention, detection, investigation or prosecution of crime, 
safeguarding purposes and the purposes of investigating deaths; 

 
 Strengthened police powers in respect of non-violent protests; 

and, 
 

 Introduction of a new offence and revisions to existing powers in 
respect of unauthorised encampments. 

 

3.3 The full Bill is available at Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill - 
Parliamentary Bills - UK Parliament. 

 
3.4 The publication by the Government of the ‘Tackling Child Sexual Abuse 

Strategy 2021’ on 22 January. Objectives of the strategy include 
effective collaboration and co-ordination across law enforcement, 

intelligence agencies and relevant departments to reduce the threat of 
child sexual abuse; improvements to the criminal justice system 

response to all forms of sexual abuse and equipping local agencies to 
develop place-based strategies that respond to threats within their 

communities;  and preventing offending and re-offending through 
evidence-based public education campaigns, extensive reforms to 

probation and actions to strengthen management of sex offenders. 
 

3.5 The full strategy is available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tackling-child-sexual-
abuse-strategy. 

 
3.6 The Domestic Abuse Bill is close to completing its parliamentary journey 

through the House of Lords and is nearing Royal Assent. The Bill in its 
current form is available at 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2709/publications. 
 

3.7 A number of funding announcements and opportunities have also been 
  published, including: 

 
 the launch of the second round of the Safer Streets Fund 2021/22 

– providing Councils and Police and Crime Commissioners with the 
opportunity until 25 March to apply for funding for crime 

prevention plans in areas affected by high levels of neighbourhood 

crime, such as burglary and robbery; 
 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2839
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2839
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tackling-child-sexual-abuse-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tackling-child-sexual-abuse-strategy
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2709/publications


 an announcement on 8 February of an additional £35.5 million to 
support Violence Reduction Units to support young people at risk of 

involvement in serious violence; and, 
 

 an announcement in Budget 2021 of an additional £19 million to 
support activity aimed at preventing and reducing domestic abuse 

– this includes £15 million in 2021/22 to support programmes that 
work with offenders to reduce the risk of abuse continuing, and £4 

million between 2021/22-2022/23 to trial a network of ‘Respite 
Rooms’ across England  to provide specialist support for homeless 

women facing severe disadvantage. 
 

Home Office Review into the role of Police and Crime 
Commissioners 

 

3.8 In July 2020, the Government announced a review into the role of Police 
and Crime Commissioners. The purpose of the review is to consider how 

the role of Police and Crime Commissioners can be sharpened and 
expanded in line with the Government’s overarching ambitions in respect 

of Mayoral devolution. The review has 2 parts. 
 

3.9 Part one of the review is an internal review considering how to reinforce 
and sharpen the accountability of PCCs to the communities they serve, 

including:  
 

 how to raise the profile of the PCC model and improve the ease 
with which the public can access information about their PCC;  

 
 how to ensure that PCCs have sufficient resilience in the event that 

they cannot undertake their role, by considering existing 

arrangements for appointing deputies;  
 

 how to improve the current scrutiny model for PCCs including the 
provision of common quality standards and considering the role of 

Panel chairs;  
 

 how to share and embed best practice among PCCs;  
 

 the effectiveness of the current PCC and Chief Constable oversight 
dynamic including consideration of the process for the suspension / 

dismissal of Chief Constable and reviewing the Policing Protocol; 
 

 whether any steps are needed to strengthen accountability or 
clarity of roles within the Mayoral PCC model;  

 

 and how the Government will set out their long-term ambition on 
fire governance reform ahead of the May 2021 PCC elections. 



 
3.10 The review will not consider the abolition of the PCC model or review the 

43 police force model. 
 

3.11 The review team was due to report on part one of the review, which was 
to focus on recommendations on changes that could be made in advance 

of PCC elections in May 2021, to Ministers by October 2020. This report 
has not been published. 

 
3.12 The second part of the review, focusing on longer-term reform including 

a review of expansion of PCC powers, is due to take place following PCC 
elections in May 2021. 

 
3.13 The Government has also stated that longer-term plans would also be 

detailed in the Local Recovery and Devolution White Paper, which was 

due to be published in Autumn 2020 but has been delayed. 

Cumbria Police and Crime Panel Work Programme 

3.14 Officers will work with Members to develop a work programme for the 

Police and Crime Panel for 2021/22. 

3.15 In July 2019, the Cumbria Police and Crime Panel received its first 
Chair’s Annual Report. An Annual Report was not received in July 2020 

due to the suspension of meetings during the Spring and Summer of 
2020 as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. It is intended that a report 

be developed for consideration by Panel Members at the July 2021 
meeting covering the Panel’s activities and achievements over the last 2 

years. 

3.16 There are some forthcoming meetings which may be of interest to Panel 

Members. The future meetings of the Public Accountability Conference 
are due to take place virtually on: 

 

 21 May 2021 
 30 June 2021 

 28 July 2021 
 29 September 2021 

 8 December 2021. 

3.17 Future meetings of the Joint Audit Committee are due to take place on: 

 
 28 May 2021 

 23 July 2021 
 24 September 2021. 

 
 

 



4.0 CONCLUSION 

4.1 The Police and Crime Panel are invited to consider issues that have been 
highlighted in this report, and whether they would like more detailed 

reporting from the PCC in future on any of these topics, or any other 
topics they consider pertinent.  

 
 

Clare Killeen 
Strategic Policy and Scrutiny Advisor 

Cumbria County Council 

  

 

BACKGROUND PAPERS  
 

None  
 

Contact: Clare Killeen, telephone: 07771913588 or e-mail 
clare.killeen@cumbria.gov.uk 
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